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Triple Tonguing Practice Examples and Excerpts 

By 

Terry B. Ewell 

These examples support Bassoon Digital Professor videos #191, 192, and 97. Please see those videos for 

important discussions of ways to practice and master these examples. 

Practice all examples and excerpts with tonguing that is as legato and light as possible. Also keep the double 

tonguing “K” consonant as forward in the mouth as possible.  

Use the tonguing pattern “T K T T K T T.” Repeat each pattern several times, driving to the last note. Start at 

slower and increase to faster speeds. 
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Triplet Tonguing Excerpts 

W. A. Mozart, Cosi Fan Tutti. First practice the excerpt on a single tone with the tonguing pattern of the 

triplets. Tonguing low notes is particularly difficult with the “K” consonant in the last measure. Pulling the 

reed out further and tongue lightly with aid articulation.
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Debussy, La Mer. This excerpt features the triple tonguing in the higher register, which is another 

complication to master. 
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Mendelssohn, Symphony No. 4. The long, sustained passage of triple tonguing is the challenge in this excerpt.  
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Berlioz, Symphonie Fantastique.  

Please see my comments in this video: Bassoon Digital Professor #97. http://youtu.be/K_c27ShvnWw 

 

  

http://youtu.be/K_c27ShvnWw


Triple Tonguing Practice Examples and Excerpts by Terry B. Ewell Page 7 
 

Carl Maria von Weber, Andante and Hungarian Rondo.  

Please see my comments in this video: Bassoon Digital Professor #192. The slurs in red are added by me. 
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This tonguing pattern can be used through passage if you wish: 

 

 

Below is how I tongued the passage for the 1984 performance with the Seattle 

Youth Symphony Orchestra: 
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